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Man's nature must thus  be open to  God's Spirit;
and God speaks through man, in order that His own
Divine purposes may be  fulfilled.    This   is the object
of religion ; that God's holiness, good-
_Object of Reli-    nesSj love,  may everywhere prevail ;
g 01'                    that men^s thoughts and actions may

be governed by their idea of God ; that if God hates
sin, and every form of wrong, man may hate them too ;
that ii: God is compassionate and loving, eager to save
men from evil, and sorrow, so man is to minister to
suffering,, and seek to root out evil from the earth.

Belief in God is thus the source of the highest in-
spiration ; putting strength into the
l lieartl> giving us power to fight on
and always in the cause of right; to
persevere through, evil report and good report, through
success and failure, to the end. Faith in a Divine
order, just and good, administered by a wise and loving-
Will, guiding all things well, inspires the soul with
courage, and gives powerful support, in the midst of
all the evil in the world, to constancy and patience.
When we feel our own weakness, and yet strive to
stand by what is true and right, courage comes from
knowing that God cares for us ; that all the great
powers of the universe are working with us ; that evil
and ei-ror are transient, and truth and good eternal ;
that God is on the side of all things just, honest, pure,
and noble. Everything great, generous, and brave,
comes from keeping in sight this heavenly ideal
of truth and righteousness; this "supreme glory
and beauty which descends from God into all hearts
that trust Him."

Atheism.                Atheism, on the other hand, sees no

beauty or perfection in the universal

system of things, and nothing better to be expected

in the future ; it  limits moral facts   to   the small